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This must detract from its usefulness - for example, the 
inclusion of the interesting account of excitotoxic amino 
acids and their receptors is not apparent in the contents 
list. Compiling a good comprehensive index is difficult 
and time-consuming, but editors and especially 
publishers should be encouraged to request key words 
from the authors to form the basis for an index. 
H.S. Bachelard 
DNA-Protein Interactions in Transcription - UCLA Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Biology New 
Series, vol. 95; Edited by J.D. Gralla; Alan R. Liss, New York, 1989; xx + 333 pages; $72.00 
This book, the latest in the UCLA Symposia series, 
documents a meeting of similar title in Colorado during 
the spring of 1988. It comprises of a total of 27 articles 
contributed by over 100 authors, including most of the 
best-known names in this very active field. Layout is in 
4 main sections: Prokaryotic Transcription Control (9 
articles); Factors in Eukaryotic Transcription (8 
articles); Mechanisms in Eukaryotic Transcription (6 
articles) and Chromatin (4 articles). There is therefore a 
heavy bias towards the eukaryota, a reasonable 
reflection of the information explosion concerning 
transcription in higher organisms that has emerged over 
the past decade. There is also a heavy numerical bias 
towards North American contributions (21 out of the 27 
papers), unsurprising in view of the meeting location and 
again probably a fair reflection of global input in this 
research area. 
The great problem with any book in this subject is the 
obvious one of rapid outdate velocity. Most of the work 
reported in this volume has already moved on in the 
journal literature over the past 12 months, and because 
there is still so far to go (at least with eukaryotic 
transcription) the book comes over largely as a holding 
operation. This doesn’t necessarily detract from its 
value, however, because in such a large and seemingly 
ever-diversifying field it is very helpful to have this kind 
of overview of progress in related experimental systems. 
In my estimation, the articles amounting to mini-reviews 
of recent progress are the most useful; the best of these 
include the latest on the Lac operon, by GralIa; poi I 
transcription in Acunthamoeba, by Paule et al.; and 
DNA conformation in the chromatin context, by 
Travers et al. 
I have a few gripes. Headings aren’t always accurate: 
Purification and Characterisation of Factors Involved in 
Transcription by RNA Poiymerase I is listed under the 
‘mRNA’ section (!). I wasn’t entirely happy about the 
overall balance of the book either; there is heavy 
emphasis on pol I and III studies but virtually nothing 
on all the recent progress with pol II transcription 
factors. Nevertheless, I am pleased to have had the 
chance to read this volume since the price is otherwise 
rather high for this glimpse of transcription in the late 
1980s. 
T. J.C. Beebee 
Biomembranes (Molecular Structure and Function); by Robert B. Gennis; Springer, New York, 1989; xvii 
+ 533 pages; DM 98.00 
Bob Gennis deserves the highest praise for the care and 
effort that he has put into writing this text. He has not 
only made an excelient job of covering the very wide 
field encompassed by the structure and function of 
membranes but has also succeeded in doing so at a level 
that is of immediate use both to advanced students and 
experienced research workers. Even more importantly, 
he has written a well-integrated account that is a pleasure 
to read. 
The book is arranged in a straightforward format 
starting with basic information on the structure and 
composition of biomembranes. This is followed by 
several excellent chapters on the properties of membrane 
lipids and proteins and their interactions. Having set the 
scene, further chapters go into detailed treatments of 
such topics as membrane enzymology, membrane 
transport and permeability, cell surface receptors and 
membrane biogenesis. The beauty, and true worth, of 
the book lies in the wealth of cross-references between 
different topic areas. It is this integration of the text as 
a whole that raises well-written monographs of this type 
to a level that can never be achieved by series of edited 
reviews, however good the editors. 
Obviously, as with all wide-ranging treatments of this 
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